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Inside this issue:  

Help us make 2010 a 
year to remember!    
Join a  reading program, 
make a donation or   
volunteer your time.                                                         

            

River Valley District       

Library has been the heart 

and cornerstone of our  

community for over 96 

years.  As the community 

has changed, we have 

grown and adapted to meet 

the needs of our patrons 

and the community at 

large.  The library is often 

the only readily available 

source of comprehensive 

information needed by    

people in the community 

for personal, family, school 

and job related purposes.  

In person and online, our 

library connects people to a 

whole world of ideas and 

information.  Because it 

offers free access to all, it 

RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT 

LIBRARY 

$304,850 Adult books               

(12,194 @ $25.00 each)

$36,315 Young adult 

books  (2,421 @ $15.00)

$151,620 Kidsõ books         

(10,108 @$15.00)       

$51,840  DVDs                     

(3,456 @ $15.00)       

$18,180 Music CDs                 

(1,212 @ $15.00)        

$38,880 Books on CD           

(864 @$45.00)                    

$63,250 Electronic audio 

books ( 5,750 @ $11.00)    

$728 Newspapers (3 @ $1.00 

per issue)                                  

$5,754 Magazines (1,644 @ 

$3.50 an issue)                

$3,700 Online Databases   

(Ancestry & Learning         

Express)                             

$20,279 Adult Programs 

(2,897 users @ $7.00)       

$11,914 Youth & Teen 

Programs                   

(1,702 users @ $7.00)         

$12,816 Internet Access    

(3,204 users @ $4.00) 

                            
River Valley  Library             
offers access to over 

$724,204 in           

resources and materials!  

brings opportunity to all.  Our library has so much 

potential and we wanted to share some of our vital  

statistics with you and  encourage you to utilize and 

support this tremendous community resource.   

Patron counter: 

35,497                    

Internet computers: 

5 adult, 4 children 

Adult Internet usage: 

6,814                       

Kidsõ Internet usage: 

1,248 

River  Valley District Library 

214 South Main St. 
Port Byron, Il 61275 

309-523-3440 
Fax: 309-523-3516 

Hours: 

È Monday  9am-8pm 

È Tuesday 1pm-8pm 

È Wednesday  9am-

8pm 

È Thursday 9am-8pm 

È Friday 9am-8pm 

È Saturday 9am-1pm 

www.rivervalleylibrary.org       

email:rivervalley5@mchsi.com  

About our library  

Value is based on an average of the list and retail prices of a significant sampling in this category.  

What is your card worth?  

Library Statistics : 

District population: 

7,364                               

Library members: 1,698   

Materials: 36,181      

Items circulated: 66, 427 

Total days open: 312  

Love Your Library!  



Pajama Storytime              
Hosted by Friends of the Library.     

Fridays from 6:30 -7:30pm.           

Feb. 26th, March 26th, April 30th    

Put on your pjs and join us for          

storytime! Each child that attends 

will receive a free book.     

Rhyme Tyme Storytime                   

For children age Pre -K, this class 

offers stories, songs and crafts. Held 

Mondays from 11am -12pm and 

Thursdays from 10am -11am.  

Mommy and Me Storytime           

For children age 0 -Pre, this class 

uses music and movement to       

capture childrenõs interest.  Held 

Wednesdays from 9:15am -9:45am.       

Winter Reading Program 2010    
Feb. 8thð March 1st                                              

                                                                  

Adults:                                                            
Caught cabin fever?  Join our Winter Reading     

Program to make the winter months fly by!                                  

¶ Participants must read two hours per week and 

record their times on their reading log, which 

can be picked up at the library beginning Feb. 

8th.   

¶ Participants may read any material they choose 

from the library. Books, newspapers and     

magazines are all acceptable.  

¶ Readers may enter their names once a week in a 

prize drawing.  

¶ Upon completion of the program, all participants 

will receive a $5.00 Borders Bookstore gift 

card.  

Meet our Chinchillas!            
Adrian (a Standard Gray)           

and Isabelle (a Mosaic)  

Our teens would like to have a Wii 
gaming system and Wii Fit for the 
Teen Room at the library!            

Please consider making a donation to 

help us purchase one.  If you have one 

available, please consider donating it !

Childrenõs Corner 

Scholastic Book Fair   
March 29th -April 3rd  

during regular library hours  

Come see the latest and greatest 

childrenõs books at our Scholastic 

Book Fair!  Proceeds benefit the 

library.  Stock up on Easter, birthday 

or any time gifts and support your 

library at the same time.  
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Children:  òOur Young Authorsó                     
Join us in exploring creative writing, illustration and 

more as we teach you to òthink like a writer!ó 

¶ Each week the program will showcase an influential 

childrenõs book and offer projects and activities that 

tie in with the story. Activity kits and instructions 

for each week will be available every Monday.  

¶ Each participant must read 1 hour per week and 

record their times on their reading logs, which can 

be picked up at the library beginning Feb. 8th.   

¶ Each week participants may enter their names in a 

drawing for a book by the featured author for      

Pre-1st grade. Older students may enter their 

names in a drawing for a theme ðrelated book.  

¶ For each book participants read, they will receive a 

penny or nickel to place in the Book Banks, which 

will be given to a lucky winner at the end of the 

reading program!  

¶ Upon completion of the program, all participants 

will receive a book of their choosing or a $5.00     

Borders Bookstore gift card.  

Featured childrenõs authors will be: Jan Brett, Jane Yolen, Robert Subuda/David Carter, Dr. Seuss, Eric Carle 

Easter Egg Hunt                  

March 20th, 1:30 -2:30pm                   

Join us for this annual 

event featuring over  3,000 eggs!  

 
Green Eggs & Ham 
Breakfast                 
Saturday, February 

27th, 8am -9:30am   

Do you like Green 

Eggs and Ham ?  Try 

them, try them and 

you may!   

Create Your Own Book!  

Make a Lift a Flap Book                  
Sat. Feb. 20th 10 -11am. Ages Pre-1st.   

Make a Simple Pop -Up Book         
Sat. Feb. 20th 11:30 -12:30pm.                

Grades 2nd-12th.                   

Make a Collage -Style Book              
Fri. March 12th, 5:30 -7 pm                       

Create your own book using tissue paper, 

newspaper, magazines and more!                

All grades welcome.           

Red Cross Babysitting Class  
March 27th 9:30am -4:30pm  Cost is $30.  

Each participant will receive hands -on 

training and take -home materials.   



Check out these great new features we have!  

PrairieCat Online Catalog  
Search for books, loan materials from 

other libraries and manage your 

account online at your convenience 

using PrairieCatõs online catalog.   

To access PrairieCat, go to  

www.rivervalleylibrary.org  
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Posies for Pages     
Spring Reading Program  

RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT LIBRARY 

April 1 ð May 1, 2010     
Jump into Spring with our Posies 

for Pages Spring Reading Program!   

Check out books to earn seed    

packets, seedlings or trees!                                                                                                                        
Adults:                                                
5 books earn one flower seed 

packet.  

10 books earn one 

flower seedling.    

10 books earn one 

tree.  

Limit two seed packets 

and two seedlings per 

patron.  No limit on 

trees!                        

Kids:                                                     
Preschool ð 1st Grade:  

10 books earn one seed packet  or 

one tree. Limit two seed packets per 

patron. No limit on trees!  

2nd -12th Grade:  

5 books earn one seed packet or 

one tree.  Limit two seed packets 

per patron. No limit on 

trees!  

Please Note:                    
If anyone would like to lead a 

class on starting plants from 

seed or beginning gardening, 

please contact us at               

309-523-3440 
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to our website to make it more 

informative, accessible, and         

user-friendly. Try it today! 

www.rivervalleylibrary.org 

Book Reviews                                  

& Recommendations:  

Click the Catalog & Links button to 

find Bestseller lists, online book clubs,  

book recommendations and more!  

¶ Click on Catalog and Links          

¶ Click on the PrairieCat logo  

¶ Enter your library barcode and pin   

(the last four digits of your barcode)  

To check your account or renew items 

online, click My Account.  

To place holds, select the library you would 

like to search (ALL searches all libraries 

within our system).  Enter your search  

information,  choose the item youõd like to 

reserve and select the Place Hold button.  

Confirm the library you wish to pick the 

item up at and select Place Hold again.  

Just Announced:    
June 14th, 2010                     

Summer Reading Program begins 

World¬s 

Fair :     

Ticket to Adventure!  

We now offer 

Googleõs        

Interactive    

Calendar online!  

Get a complete 

and up to date          

listing of     

meetings and 

events being held at our library from 

the convenience of your computer!  

Click the  Online Calendar  
button on our website to access this 

feature today!  

Now pay fines and fees or make 

donations through our website 

using Illinois Epay! Look for 

this symbol on our  website and 

begin paying fines from home!  

 

                                                        

We are pleased to offer               

Ancestry.com on our computers 

here at the library. Ask a librarian 

to help you access this unique    

database today! Also ask about Net 

Library, our online ebook provider.  

Learning Express         

Library offers    

access to over 800 

online skill -building courses, tests 

and ebooks for both students and 

adults.                                             

* GED,SAT,ACT, TEFL prep.             

* Microsoft, Windows, Mac, Typing            

* Business writing, resumes, careers         

* Learning skills for adults                         

* US Citizenship information              



Pampered Chef Demo                      
April 17th at 9:30am  

Join local Pampered Chef                   

representative Becky Winger for 

this hands -on cooking demo and 

product review.   

Valentine¬s Day                
is almost here!  Come into 

the library February      

8thð 13th and make a   

special Valentine for your      

sweetheart! We will supply 

the materials. All you need 

to bring is your creativity.  

Winter and Spring Events 2010  
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Avon Demonstration                         
Saturday February 27th, 10 am  

Presented by local Avon                   

representative Holly Loy, this          

program will showcase Avonõs new 

skincare and makeup product lines. 

Holly will help you choose the right 

products for your unique skin type 

and coloring and will be offering a 

door prize and samples.  

Antique Appraisals     

Saturday, March 6th at 9am  

Are you wondering if those dishes 

in Grandma's attic may have more 

than just sentimental value? Bring 

those items into the library on 

March 6th and let Terri from      

Antique Appraisals give you an   

appraisal. You may bring up to 3 

items to be appraised. Please plan 

to stay for the full program, as she 

will be appraising the items        

audience style. Please do not bring 

arms or armor, guns or knives.  

Create a Felted 
Flower Pin    
Wednesday            

February 24th, 5 -8pm 

Cost is $5.  

Led by Kate Cava-

naugh, this fun step -by-step class 

will teach you how to make a felted 

flower pin. This is a wet felting pro-

ject which utilizes          needlefelt-

ing, beading, cross -stitching, and 

knitting. These pins can be used  to 

decorate hats, purses, even sandals, 

evening wraps, or whatever your 

imagination allows!   

Please note:                     
The library will be closed April 2nd 
in observance of Good Friday.                         

Happy Easter!                        

Cooking & Culinary Explorations              
with Chef Spencer Blake     Monday, February 22nd, 5:00pm - The cost is $20.    

Join Chef Spencer on Monday, February 22nd as he teaches how to prepare fresh pasta 

with two classic sauces, a traditional tomato and a Bolognese. Delectable tastings will 

be served at each class and sample portions provided for you to take home. Chef 

Spencer will also impart the practical, historical, and cultural aspects of the featured 

cuisine on the last Monday of each month. Future classes will include barbeque meth-

ods such as smoking, spit roasting, and grilling; ways to cook fish and a variety of ways 

to prepare eggs. He will also discuss wine pairings with each session. Chef Spencer is a 

recent graduate of the Culinary Institute of America of Hyde Park, New York, and a 

native Port Byron resident.  

Bob Ross                     
 Painting Classes 

Led by certified Bob Ross        

instructor Frank Black, these 

fun and informative classes help 

you unleash your creativity.  

Feb. 5th: Seascapes Make and Take 

5:30-6pm and 6:30 -8pm. Cost: $15     

Feb. 6th: Seascape Youth Painting 

10am. Cost: $15                                    

Feb. 19th: Seascape 16óx20ó Painting 

5pm-8pm. Cost: $50                           

March 5th: Floral Make and Take           

5-6:30pm and 6:30 -8pm. Cost: $15     

Earth Hour Saturday March 27th 

8:30pm  For more info go to             

earthhour.org  

òDrawing with Crayonsó     
Friday, May 14th, 6:30pm. Class is for 

youth 2nd grade & up & cost is $10.                     

Led by artist Frank Ross, this is the 

first in a series of classes exploring  

different artistic mediums.  More class 

dates and information to follow!  

March 6th: Floral Youth Painting 

10am. Cost: $15                                           

March 19th:  Floral 16óx20ó Painting   

5-8pm. Cost: $50                                  

April 3rd: Wildlife Painting Event -$65 

9am-3pm. Please bring a sack lunch.                                 

Creative Art Classes :                        
For 6-12 year olds. Led by Penny 

Clark, these classes use a  myriad 

of materials to create beautiful art    

projects that engage childrenõs     

creativity. $30 fee covers materials.                                                   

Castles in the Sky          
April 10 & 24, 10am -12pm.         

Make your own fantastic castle!                                                  

Making Masks                 
May 8 & 15, 10am -12pm.             

Make fun, amazing masks!  

We will be hatching eggs          

at the library during 

the month of April!   


